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TO THE STUDENTS

incapable of writing anything derogatory to womanhood. My
regard for the fair sex is too great to permit me to think ill of
them. She is, what she has been described to be in English, the
better half of mankind. And my article was written to expose
students' shame, not to advertise the frailties of girls. But in
giving the diagnosis of the disease, I was bound, if I was to pres-
cribe the right remedy, to mention all the factors which induced
the disease.
The modern girl .has a special meaning. Therefore there
was no question of my restricting the scope of my remark to
some. But all the girls who receive English education are not
modern girls. I know many who are not at all touched by the
1 modern girl' spirit. But there are some who have become
modern girls. My remark was meant to warn India's girl stu-
dents against copying the modern girl and complicating a pro-
blem that has become a serious menace. For, at the time I
received the letter referred to, I received also a letter from an
Andhra girl student bitterly complaining of the behaviour of
Andhra students which from the description given is worse than
what was described by the Lahore girl. This daughter of Andhra
tells me, the simple dress of her girl friends gives them no
protection, but they lack the courage to expose the barbarism
of the boys who are a disgrace to the institution they belong to.
I commend this complaint to the authorities of the Andhra
University.
The eleven girls I invite to initiate a crusade against the
rude behaviour of students. God helps only those who help
themselves. The girls must learn the art of protecting them-
selves against the ruffianly behaviour of man.
Harijan, 4-2-1939